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.. 
REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA

September 10, 2014  ∙  Closed Session 6:00 PM  ∙  Regular Session begins at 7:00 PM 

 
 
1) CONVENE CLOSED SESSION_______________________________________________________________ 
1A.  Call to Order 
1B.  Roll Call 
1C.  Public Comment – Closed Session Items 
1D.  Closed Session Agenda 

Public employee performance evaluation pursuant to Government Code Section 54957  
Title: City Manager 

 
2) CONVENE OPEN SESSION_________________________________________________________________ 
2A.  Pledge of Allegiance 
2B.  Roll Call 
2C.  Approval of Agenda Order 

This is the time for changes to the agenda to be considered including removal, postponement, or change 
to the agenda sequence. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: By motion, accept the agenda as presented or amended. 
 

3) PRESENTATION______________________________________________________________________ 
3A.  Appreciation of Lakshan DeSilva, Placer County Sheriff Deputy, for his Colfax Service 

Ty Conners, Colfax Station Commander 
3B.  Railroad Days and Potential Railroad Museum Displays 

Malcolm Frost, President Placer Sierra Railroad Heritage Society (PSRHS) and Jim Wood, PSRHS Member 
and Colfax Resident 
 

4) CONSENT AGENDA______________________________________________________________________ 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve Consent Calendar 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine in nature and will be approved by one blanket motion 
with a roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless persons request specific items to be removed 
from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action.   Any  items removed will be considered after the motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda. If you wish to have an item pulled from the Consent Agenda for discussion, please notify the 
City staff. 
 

4A.   Minutes City Council Meeting of August 13, 2014 
Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 13, 2014. 

4B.   Proclamation White Cane Days 
4C.   Cash Summary Report June 30, 2014 
  Recommendation:  Receive and File 
4D.  Gann Appropriation Limit 

Recommendation:   Adopt Resolution 22‐2014 Certifying compliance with the 2013‐2014 appropriation 
limitation and establishing the appropriation limitation for the 2014‐2015 Fiscal Year  

4E.  Placer County Transportation Planning Agency (PCTPA) Activity Report 
  Recommendation: Receive and File 
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5) COUNCIL, STAFF AND OTHER REPORTS______________________________________________________ 
The  purpose  of  these  reports  is  to  provide  information  to  the  Council  and  public  on  projects,  programs,  and  issues 
discussed at committee meetings and other  items of general  information. No decisions will be made on these  issues.  If a 
member of  the Council prefers  formal action be  taken on any committee  reports or other  information,  the  issue will be 
placed on a future Council meeting agenda. 

 

5A.   Committee Reports and Informational Items ‐ All Councilmembers 
5B.   Operations Update – City staff 
5C.   Additional Reports – Agency partners 
 

6) PUBLIC COMMENT______________________________________________________________________ 
Members of the audience are permitted to address the Council on matters of concern to the public that are not listed on 
this agenda. Please make your comments as brief as possible. Comments should not exceed three (3) minutes in length. The 
Council cannot act on items not included on this agenda; however, if action is required it will be referred to staff. 
 

7) PUBLIC HEARINGS______________________________________________________________________ 

The City Council encourages the participation of the public. To ensure the expression of all points of view, and to maintain the efficient conduct of the City’s 
business, members of the public who wish to address the Council shall do so in an orderly manner. The audience is asked to refrain from positive or negative 
actions such as yelling, clapping or jeering that may intimidate other members of the public from speaking.  Members of the public wishing to speak may 
request recognition from the presiding officer by raising his or her hand, and stepping to the podium when requested to do so. 

7A.   Introduction and First Reading of Ordinance No. 525: An Ordinance of the City of Colfax amending 
Chapter 9.04 of Title 9 of the Colfax Municipal Code pertaining to Alcoholic Beverage Possession and 
Consumption 
STAFF PRESENTATION: Mark Miller, City Manager  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Reintroduce the proposed Revised Ordinance by title only, conduct a Public 
Hearing and thereafter by Motion waive the first reading and Continue for Second Reading and Adoption 
at the September 24 Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting to be effective 30 days thereafter.  
 

8) COUNCIL BUSINESS_____________________________________________________________________ 
8A.  Grass Valley Street Rule 20A Utility Undergrounding Project Coordination and Design Consultant 

Contract 
  STAFF PRESENTATION: Mark Miller, City Manager 

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution 23‐2014 authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Consulting 
Services Agreement on behalf of the City with Malcolm White Consulting in the amount not to exceed 
$24,000. 
 

9) ADJOURNMENT________________________________________________________________________ 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and posted this agenda 

at Colfax City Hall and Colfax Post Office. 
 
 
 
 
 

Administrative Remedies must be exhausted prior to action being initiated in a court of law.  If you challenge City Council action in court, you may be 
limited  to  raising only  those  issues  you or  someone  else  raised  at  a public hearing described  in  this notice/agenda, or  in written  correspondence 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Colfax at, or prior to, said public hearing. 

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC: City Council will take the following actions when considering a matter scheduled for hearing: 

1. Open the public hearing  6.     Council comments and questions

2. Presentation by staff  7.     When applicable, applicant or appellant rebuttal period 
3. Council comments and questions  8.     Close public hearing. (No public comment is taken after the hearing is closed.)

4. Presentation, when applicable, by applicant or appellant 9.     City Council action

5. Accept public testimony   
Public hearings that are continued will be announced. The continued public hearing will be listed on a subsequent Council Meeting Agenda and posting of 
that agenda will serve as notice. 
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City of Colfax 
City Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Wednesday, August 13, 2014 
City Hall Council Chambers 
33 S. Main Street, Colfax CA 

 
1 CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER
The Regular Council meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Mayor Hesch. 
1A. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Frank Klein, President of the Colfax 

Chamber of Commerce. 
1B. Roll Call:  

Councilmembers present:  Douglass, Hesch, McKinney and Parnham 
Councilmember absent:  Barkle 

1C. Approval of Agenda: 
On a motion by Councilmember McKinney, seconded by Councilmember 
Parnham, the City Council approved the agenda. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, McKinney and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 
2    PRESENTATION 
Highway 40/Lincoln Highway Signs and Potential Tourism Outreach  
Recently, the Lincoln Highway Association and Norm Saylor donated signs to the City of 
Colfax for Lincoln Highway and Historic Highway 40.  City Manager Mark Miller gave 
a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the options available to the City to increase 
tourism and economic development by taking advantage of the existing Lincoln 
Highway/Highway 40 Corridor which runs through downtown. He suggested that the 
City could work with the Chamber of Commerce and other organizations to bring more 
people into downtown through an event surrounding the installation of these signs.  To 
demonstrate the type of events which could benefit the City, Mr. Miller included details 
regarding the recent celebration held by Placer County Water Authority (PCWA) 
dedicating a new Highway 40 monument near Ophir Road.  City Council was 
unanimously in support of the concept of capitalizing on this historical asset of the City.  
They requested that Staff develop a proposal for a kick-off event and possibly a 
monument for Council’s review. 
 
3    CONSENT AGENDA 
3A.  Minutes City Council Meeting of July 9, 2014 

Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 9, 2014. 
3B.  Placer County Transportation Planning Agency Monthly Report 
 Recommendation:  Receive and File 
3C.  Bianchini Trust Investments Report 
 Recommendation:  Receive and File 
3D.  Cash Summary Report June 30, 2014 
 Recommendation:  Receive and File 
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Item 3A was pulled for a separate vote.  Item 3D was pulled for clarification of an item in 
the Cash Summary Report.  City Manager Miller pointed out that General Fund 
Unassigned Cash Analysis showed a year end cash balance of $240,000; a remarkable 
increase over last year at this time due to the efforts of Council and Staff. 

On a motion by Councilmember McKinney, seconded by Councilmember 
Parnham, the City Council approved the Minutes of July 9, 2014 Council 
Meeting. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch 
ABSTAIN:   McKinney Parnham 
 
On a motion by Councilmember McKinney, seconded by Councilmember 
Parnham, the City Council approved the remainder of the Consent Agenda. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, McKinney and Parnham 
NOES:   None 
 

4.    COUNCIL, STAFF AND OTHER REPORTS
4A  Committee Reports and Informational Items – All Council Members  

Mayor Pro-tem Douglass 
 Reported that Project Go, which helps with low income housing and 

energy efficiency, still has funds available which could be used here in 
Colfax as startup funds for a food bank or for insulation of low income 
housing. 

 Attended the Sierra Economic Development Corporation (SEDCorp) 
meeting.  They discussed the extreme fire danger in the area and requested 
that the City support a resolution to declare a state of emergency in the 
region.  The Council agreed to send a letter of support to SEDCorp and the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 

 Attended the Sierra Vista Community Center (SVCC) Board as a non-
voting member.  He emphasized the importance of the Council staying 
connected with SVCC. 

Councilmember Parnham 
 Attempted to attend the Weimar Applegate Colfax Municipal Advisory 

Council (WAC MAC) meeting but the meeting was cancelled. 
 Attended the Mosquito Vector Control District Board meeting.  West Nile 

virus is in the Sacramento area.  Please report any dead birds that are 
found to the district. The phone number for Vector Control, 916-380-
5444, is on the City website.  

Councilmember McKinney 
 Reported that the Dogs and Chats event put on by the Placer County 

Sheriff was one of the best events he has attended in Colfax. 
 Attended the Bianchini Board meeting.  The Board is still considering 

amending their by-laws to allow the Board to use the principal of the 
endowment for capital projects. 

Mayor Hesch 
 Attended the County Economic Development Board Meeting. 
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 Attended the quarterly dinner for County Public Officials. 
 Commended City Manager Miller for encouraging US Bank to upgrade 

the landscaping along Main Street. 
 Requested that a Councilmember take the lead to coordinate the upcoming 

review for City Manager Miller.  Councilmember McKinney offered to 
assist. 

 Reported that he continues to foster the great relationship between the 
Placer County Transportation Planning Agency (PCTPA) and the City of 
Colfax.  This relationship will become even more important as funding 
sources shift with the advent of Cap and Trade laws. 

 Reported that an Urgent Care Center is seriously considering locating in 
Colfax. This is part of a positive trend in an improved economic 
environment. 

 Attended the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) Board 
meeting.  Mayor Hesch reported that they discussed the increased flow of 
Fracked Oil from South Dakota through the area on the railways.  
Although this is not a new material to be transported through our area, it is 
a significant increase in volume.  Colfax wants to know when the oil is 
being transported into the area and to be part of the emergency response 
team. 

4B  Operations Updates – City Staff 
City Manager Miller  

 Displayed the beautiful custom train engine hanging plant holders which 
were donated to the City through the volunteer efforts of Cathy Kiefer and 
the Colfax Garden Club. 

 The Dinky Way Railroad Fence has been repaired and the City is in the 
process of consolidating four agreements with the railroad into a single 
document. 

 Staff and Volunteers have improved the safety level at the park with 40 
cubic yards of safety chips in the playground area. 

 The Grass Valley Street Paving Project (Phase 1) is underway and not yet 
complete.  The City has received some complaints about the quality of the 
chip seal process and the contractor has been notified that more cleanup of 
the project is necessary. The City utilized the chip seal paving as a 
preservative to extend the life of the existing road for at least 10 years.  
The project came in $10,000 under the original contract price.  Striping 
will be completed within the next few weeks.  Councilmember Parnham 
inquired about the Railroad crossing improvements.  Mr. Miller advised 
that it is already designed and will be in Phase 2 of construction next 
summer. 

 City Manager Miller gave Council copies of the Engineering Project status 
report as well as the Sheriff’s July Report. 

 Staff will be requesting proposals for some of the City’s Consulting 
Services and possible recruitment for the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
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Operator and the City Clerk in the near future. Recommendations will be 
brought back to City Council.   

4C  Additional Reports – Agency Partners 
Chris Nave, California Highway Patrol (CHP) Officer and PIO 

 During the new school year the CHP is focusing on having an increased 
presence near the schools, especially along Ben Taylor Road. 

 An increased presence within City Limits in the evenings has resulted in 
more arrests for drug abuse. 

 Age Well/Drive Smart classes are scheduled at City Hall on August 14, 2014 
and September 11, 2014 from 6PM to 8PM. The classes have been well 
received. All seniors are invited to attend. 

 Teen classes will be held at the local driving school on October 16, 2014 and 
October 19, 2014 

 Car Seat Safety Evaluations will be at the Sierra Market parking lot on 
September 13, 2014 

 CHP is considering moving offices from Gold Run to possible Colfax area 
properties and is asking for suggestions of locations. 

 Officer Nave will bring details to the next meeting of the upcoming highway 
closures and detours during modification of the overpasses. 

Frank Klein, President of the Chamber of Commerce  
 Announced the next Chamber of Commerce Mixer will be held 

Wednesday August 20 from 5:30-7:30PM at the Chamber Office. The 
evening is hosted by the Colfax Market. 

 The Plant Holders that City Manager Miller displayed were a two year 
effort of the Garden Club and Lioness Club 

 Two Directional Signs encouraging visitors to explore historic Colfax 
have been installed.  The Lioness Club contributed $500 to the signs. 

Sergeant Ty Conners, Station Commander of the Sheriff’s Colfax Substation 
 Thank you to all who attended the Dogs and Chats Event.  It was quite 

successful.  The Lions Club contributed hot dogs and many other 
organizations in town supported the event.  CALFire and other first 
responders also participated.  Sgt. Conners is hoping to have even more 
community participation next year.  

 Sheetrock and finish work are scheduled for the front portion of the Sub-
station at the Old Courthouse.  Move-in is projected for the end of August.  
A ribbon cutting and open house will be hosted after the renovation is 
totally completed. 

 The City can expect some change in personnel at the Colfax station 
beginning in the fall. 
 

5.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rich Walsh, an area resident 

 Invited all to join the State of Jefferson movement and to attend an 
information Town Hall meeting at the SVCC from 4:00-6:00PM on 
Saturday August 16, 2014.  
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Dale Rapini, Rollins Lake Road 
 Asked council to consider supporting the State of Jefferson crusade for the 

sake of the economic future of our kids. 
 

6.    PUBLIC HEARINGS 
6A.  Introduction and First Reading of Ordinance No. 525: An Ordinance of the 

City of Colfax amending Chapter 9.04 of Title 9 of the Colfax Municipal 
Code pertaining to Alcoholic Beverage Possession and Consumption 

City Manager Miller explained that the new ordinance is designed to be a tool to help 
Law Enforcement handle the worst offenders of alcohol abuse in public.  It allows 
increased flexibility and improves the quality of life for Colfax residents.  
 
City Attorney Cabral stated that Ordinance uses terminology that is in line with State 
definitions for alcoholic beverages and open containers.  It makes possession and 
consumption of open containers illegal. With the current Code a person must be observed 
drinking in public in order to be prosecuted. In the past an incident did occur in which an 
offender was arrested but the courts could not prosecute due to unclear wording of the 
Colfax Municipal Code 
 
City Manager Miller emphasized that the City will continue to authorize permits for 
alcohol consumption at certain events and for sidewalk cafes.   
 
Councilmembers McKinney and Parnham agreed with the concept of the new ordinance 
but objected to the wording.  Mayor Pro-tem Douglass asked if this ordinance had the 
same wording as other municipalities.  City Attorney Cabral asserted that it is essentially 
the same. 
 
City Attorney Cabral and Sergeant Conners will address Council’s concerns and bring a 
revised ordinance to Council in the near future.  Councilmember McKinney will contact 
City Attorney Cabral with his input. 
 
Frank Klein, Chamber President, spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
Chuck Burke, resident of Colfax, spoke in favor of the ordinance with changes to 
accommodate Councilmember McKinney and Parnham’s suggestions. 
Officer Chris Nave spoke in favor of the ordinance. 
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6B.  Hearing for Proposed Underground Utility District and Adoption of 
Resolution No. 21-2014: Establishing An Underground Utility District In A 
Portion Of The City Of Colfax Designating Said District An Underground 
Utility District No. 2014-01 Describing The Boundaries Of Said District And 
Establishing The Times In Which Poles And Overhead Wires Shall Be 
Removed And Underground Service Provided 

City Manager Miller explained that the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
requires PG&E to create a fund for municipalities to use in undergrounding utilities for 
safety and aesthetic improvements.  Staff is requesting that Council adopt a resolution 
which will allow for use of the funds to approve an underground district and to incur the 
necessary expenses to include the freight building connection. 
Councilmember McKinney and Parnham requested and received clarification of the 
funding for the extra expenses to include the freight building. Mayor Hesch spoke in 
favor of the undergrounding project. 
 
Mayor Hesch opened the Public Hearing for the proposed Underground Utility District. 
Frank Klein, Colfax Chamber President, asked for clarification of the Utility District 
Boundaries and if the District could be expanded in the future.  City Manager Miller 
stated that as funding comes available the District could be enlarged.  Mr. Klein assented 
that he was in favor of undergrounding the utilities in that area. 
Hearing no further public comments regarding the District, the Mayor closed the Hearing. 
 

On a motion by Councilmember McKinney, seconded by Councilmember 
Parnham, the City Council adopted Resolution Number 21-2014 establishing an 
underground utility district as described in Exhibit A and approved the project 
budget sheet (PBS) for the project. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, McKinney and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 
 

7.    ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councilmember McKinney, seconded by Councilmember 
Parnham, the City Council adjourned the meeting at 8:51 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted to City Council this 10th day of September, 2014. 
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Whereas, Lions International, with over 1,300,000 members in the free world, 
has been dedicated to serving sight for over sixty years; and 

Whereas, The Colfax Lions Club has been outstanding in the community in 
helping the needy with sight problems through the use of its White 
Cane donations; and 

Whereas, The Colfax Lions Club has invited its neighbors to share in saving 
vision by donating to its White Cane Days event; and 

Whereas, The said Lions Club Voluntarily provides all manpower and 
leadership. 

 

Now, Therefore, 
 
I, Tony Hesch, Mayor of Colfax, on the behalf of the 
Council and its Citizens,  

  Now Proclaim 
September 13, 2014 

To be 
LIONS WHITE CANE DAYS 

   

And I Also invite all our citizens to join me in sharing the 
Lions concern for the best sight possible for our neighbors 
in need, by giving generously to Lions White Cane Day.  
Every penny will give “THE GIFT OF SIGHT” 

 

 

 

 

 

Proclaimed this 10th day of September, 2014 
 
 

Tony Hesch, Mayor 
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FOR THE SEPTEMBER 10, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager

PREPARED BY:  Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director

DATE:  August 25, 2014 

SUBJECT:  City of Colfax Cash Summary Report: July 31, 2014 
 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT:   FROM FUND:   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept and File City of Colfax Cash Summary Report:  July 31, 2014. 

SUMMARY: 
Staff recommends that the Council accepts and files the Colfax Cash Summary Report: for July 2014. 
 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:   
These monthly financial reports include General Fund Unassigned Cash Analysis Graphs and the City of Colfax Cash 
Summary Report  (with  supporting documentation).   The  reports are prepared monthly on a  cash basis and are 
reconciled  to  the  General  Ledger  accounting  system,  previous  reports  and  bank  statements.    Detailed  budget 
comparisons are provided as a mid‐year report and also as part of the proposed budget process each year. 
 

The purpose of the reports is to provide status of funds and transparency for council and the public of the financial 
transactions of the City. 
 

CONCLUSION:   
The attached reports reflect an overview of the financial transactions of the City of Colfax in July 2014.   
 

Monthly highlights include: 
July expenditures included: 

 Loan payment for purchase of Winner Chevrolet property (semi‐annual payment) 
 Annual premium general insurance and quarterly premium for Workers Comp 

 Annual payment for transit services to Placer County 

 Project expenditures on the Grass Valley Street project 
July revenues included: 

 Business License payments which are generally received in June and July each year. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. General Fund Unassigned Cash Analysis Graphs 
a. Cash Analysis – Balance 
b. Expenses by Month 
c. Revenues by Month 

2. Cash Summary – May 2014 
a. Cash Transaction Report – by individual fund 
b. Check Register Report  
c. Daily Cash Summary Report 
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For The September 10, 2014 Council Meeting 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

PREPARED BY:  Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director 
DATE:  September 3, 2014 

SUBJECT:  1. Certify compliance with the Fiscal Year 2012‐2013 Appropriation Limitation 
2. Establish Appropriation  Limitation for the  Fiscal Year 2013‐2014  

 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT:   FROM FUND:   
 

RECOMMENDED  ACTION:    Adopt  Resolution  22‐2014:    Certifying  compliance  with  the  2013‐2014 
appropriation limitation and establishing the appropriation limitation for the 2014‐2015 Fiscal Year 

SUMMARY: 
In  1979,  California  voters  approved  Proposition  4,  an  initiative  that  added  Article  XIII  B  to  the  California 
Constitution.  This  constitutional  amendment,  known  as  the  Gann  Initiative,  placed  limits  on  the  growth  of 
expenditures for publicly funded programs. Division 9 of Title 1, beginning with Section 7900 of the Government 
Code, was then added to the law to specify the process for calculating state and local government appropriation 
limits and appropriations subject to  limitation under Article XII B of the Constitution. These constitutional and 
statutory sections explain and define the appropriations  limit and appropriations subject to  limitation as they 
apply  to  state  and  local  government,  and  require  that  each  entity  of  government  formally  "adopt"  its 
appropriations limit for a given fiscal year and certify the actual appropriations limit for the preceding year. 
The data required to complete the calculation is provided by the State of California, Department of Finance. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS: 
The  appropriation  limit  is,  in  essence,  a  tax  revenue  limit.    If  the  City’s  “proceeds  from  taxes”  exceeds  the 

appropriation  limit, the difference must be refunded to taxpayers or receive voter approval to keep the extra 

taxes. 

Historically, the actual annual appropriations for the City of Colfax have always been well below the calculated 

limits.    Each  year,  the  limits  are  adjusted  by  the  percent  change  in  population  and  the  percent  change  in 

California per capita personal income.  Based upon these annual adjustments, it is highly unlikely that the City of 

Colfax would ever experience difficulties in staying within the limit. 

 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff recommends Adoption of Resolution. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1)    Resolution 22‐2014 

2) Attachment A – Actual appropriations for the fiscal year 2013‐2014 
3) Attachment B – Appropriation Limit Calculation for the fiscal year 2014‐2015 
4) Department of Finance Price and population  information  for use  in calculations  for 

fiscal year 2014‐2015 appropriations limit.  
 

ITEM 4D
1 of 8



City of Colfax 
City Council 

 

Resolution № 22-2014 
 

CERTIFYING COMPLIANCE WITH THE 2013-2014  
APPROPRIATION LIMITATION AND ESTABLISHING THE APPROPRIATION LIMITATION 

FOR THE 2014-2015 FISCAL YEAR 
 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Colfax as follows: 
 

 WHEREAS, the Colfax City Council hereby certifies that the estimated actual 
appropriations for the fiscal year 2013-2014 will fall within the appropriation limitation 
for the 2013-2014 fiscal year as demonstrated in Attachment A; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Colfax City Council must establish the appropriation limitation for 
the fiscal year 2014-2015, as calculated in Attachment B;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Colfax that that 2013-2014 fiscal year expenditures fall within the established limitations 
and the limitations for the 2014-2015 fiscal year are hereby established at $1,939,045. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED, this 10th day of September, 2014, by the City Council of the City of 
Colfax, by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
    
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Tony Hesch, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Lorraine Cassidy, City Clerk 
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2014-2015
Tax Revenues to be included in calculation: Budget Actuals* Budget

100-000-4010 Property Taxes 295,000$           292,311$           300,000$          
100-000-4020 Sales and Use Taxes 575,000$           947,033$           685,000$          
100-000-4040 Transient Occupancy Taxes 16,000$             16,750$             15,000$            
100 (572)-000-4100 Franchises 60,000$             68,741$             60,000$            
100-000-4200 Business Licenses 25,000$             27,793$             27,000$            
100-000-4700 State Motor Vehicle License -$                  
100-000-4710 Motor Vehicle In Lieu 120,000$           116,957$           115,000$          

 
565-000-4060 Voter's Approved 6,500$               5,750$               4,500$              

Total Tax Revenue 1,097,500$        1,475,335$        1,206,500$       

Calculated Appropriation Limit 1,934,858$        1,934,858$        1,939,045$       

Remaining appropriation limit capacity 837,358$         459,523$         732,545$        
43% 24% 38%

*As of 09/3/14 pending final audit.  No adjustments anticipated.

2013-2014

CITY OF COLFAX
PROP 4 - GANN APPROPRIATION LIMIT CALCULATION

Attachment A
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2009‐2010 2010‐2011 2011‐2012 2012‐2013 2013‐2014 2014‐2015

Computed Gann Limit - 
Prev Year 1,628,747.00$  1,666,213.95$  1,716,041.00$  1,770,954$       1,848,010$       1,934,858$       

Cost of living factor
Change in California 
per capita 1.0062 0.9746 1.0251 1.0377 1.0512 1.0072

Population Adjustment 
Factor 1.0197 1.0567 1.0072 1.0056 0.996 0.995

Computed limitation 1,671,130.48$  1,715,966.80$  1,771,779.25$  1,848,010$       1,934,858$       1,939,045$       

City of Colfax

Appropriation Limit Calculation
Attachment B
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 MEMORANDUM 

 

299 Nevada Street ∙ Auburn, CA 95603 ∙ (530) 823-4030 ∙ FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Boardmembers and Other Interested Parties DATE:  September 3, 2014 

  

FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  

  

SUBJECT: AGENCY ACTIVITIES AND ACTIONS UPDATE 

 

August 27, 2014 Board Meeting 

 For some time, the Board has been grappling with the hard truth that we simply don’t have 

the funding for the transportation infrastructure we need to support Placer’s economic vitality 

and maintain our quality of life.  The majority of the meeting was to provide the Board with 

an update of the outreach efforts to address the imbalance – specifically, to assess the 

feasibility of a locally controlled funding source, such as a transportation sales tax, to address 

the most pressing of our transportation needs.  Jeff Flint of FSB Core Strategies, Bill Halldin 

of Halldin Public Relations, and Curt Below of Fairbanks Maslin teamed to provide the 

results of those efforts, which includes more than 60 meetings with local business and 

community leaders, as well as focus groups and polling. 

 

The Board heard the results of the focus groups held in May 2014, which provided key 

insights into local attitudes, including: 

 When it comes to spending money, voters place more trust in county government vs. 

federal or state, even though the PCTPA is relatively unknown 
 Constant traffic and recent population growth are top concerns among Placer County 

voters 

 PCTPA’s priorities align with voter priorities: 

 The Placer Parkway receives most support among Non-Commuters and voters near the 

proposed road 

 Public transportation and new bike trails are seen as other priorities the County could 

benefit from 

 Investing in roads and transportation infrastructure is seen as a way to preserve the 

Placer County quality of life that is so important to residents 

 Respondents avoid shopping areas during high traffic volume times 

 Voters believe building roads and increasing capacity will attract jobs, thereby increasing 

the County’s tax base 

 Most voters approve of the current sales tax in Placer County, and are aware that it is 

lower than most neighboring counties and cities 

 Voters widely favor the half-cent tax increase on a bipartisan basis 

 However, some respondents are skeptical about the promises made in the proposal 

 

The Board also heard the results of countywide polling done by Fairbank Maslin in July 

2014, which tracked many of the results of the focus groups. 

 The overall mood in the County remains positive, with favorable perceptions of County 

and local government at levels commensurate with data collected in 2013. 

 Although many voters remain unfamiliar with PCTPA, they tend to trust local agencies 

more than they do state or federal agencies. 
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AGENCY ACTIVITIES AND ACTIONS UPDATE 

August 2014 
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 Voters demonstrate a higher level of interest in prioritizing a number of transportation 

projects related to safety, traffic congestion relief and road maintenance. 

 Support for a potential sales tax measure is notably higher than last year, with slightly 

more than 3 in five (61%) voters in favor. 

 

 The Board also: 

o Adopted criteria for the next round of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 

funds.  These federal dollars are required to go to specific types of projects that improve 

air quality and reduce congestion, and the criteria sets targets for each of the jurisdictions; 

o As the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC), adopted an updated Rules of Procedure. 

 

Issues We’re Watching 

 At their May meeting, the Board clearly noted their opposition to the overall Cap and Trade 

program and implications for fuel prices.  Still, there was also recognition that the State is 

moving forward with the program regardless.  The State is currently developing criteria for 

awarding the rail and transit portion of the Cap and Trade funds, and staff is working with the 

Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority and other regional partners to best position the 

Sacramento-Roseville Third Track Project to successfully compete for this funding. 

 

On tap for our September Board meeting: 

o An overview of the draft project list and outreach efforts planned for our long range 

transportation plan, the Placer County Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  The 

presentation will also highlight our joint efforts with the Sacramento Area Council of 

Governments (SACOG) on their 6-county Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), 

which will incorporate Placer’s RTP.  

o A report on the findings of technical studies to assess the benefit of temporarily restriping 

the eastbound I-80 carpool lane to terminate at Eureka Road. 

o A preview of the annual Unmet Transit Needs outreach process. 
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FOR THE SEPTEMBER 10, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

PREPARED:  September 2, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Introduction and First Reading of Ordinance No. 525:  An Ordinance of The City of 
Colfax Amending Chapter 9.04 of Title 9 of The Colfax Municipal Code pertaining to 
Alcoholic Beverage Possession and Consumption 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Staff recommends that Ordinance No. 525 be introduced for first reading by 
title only and scheduled for second reading, public hearing and adoption at the September 24, 2014 
regularly scheduled Council meeting.  

ISSUE STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION: 
In response to City Council and Public  inquiries to  improve enforcement and curb  inappropriate behavior 
that sometimes occurs  from  intoxicated  individuals, Staff presented an ordinance at the August 13, 2014 
meeting to address the concerns.  Council had concerns regarding to the scope of the proposed ordinance 
and  requested modification  of  the  ordinance  to  reflect  the  discussion.    The  revised  draft  responds  to 
Council’s comments by restricting possession or consumption of alcohol  in any City owned park or other 
city owned public place.  References to streets, alleys, rights of way, parking garages, parking lots, parking 
facilities,  public  buildings  and  public  facilities  have  been  deleted  from  this  draft.  The  revised  ordinance 
closely  follows  the  language  of  Business  and  Professions  Code  §25620 while  continuing  to  provide  an 
important tool for law enforcement. 

An  additional  policy  question  is  whether  the  Council  wants  a  violation  to  be  an  infraction  or 
misdemeanor.  The current Colfax Municipal Code  section does not  specify what  the penalty will be but 
there is a general provision in the CMC (§1.24.010) to the effect that violation of any of its provisions can be 
either a misdemeanor or an  infraction. City Attorney Mick Cabral prepared the August 13 draft to specify 
that violation of the new ordinance provision is a misdemeanor but could be prosecuted as an infraction by 
the  prosecuting  authorities.    He  has  reviewed  the  ordinances  of  many  local  communities.    Most 
communities outlaw possession and  consumption of alcohol  in various public places but  the places vary 
considerably. 

 Section 9.04.020(c) has been added  to  the  revised draft ordinance  to  specifically exclude possession of 
open alcoholic beverage containers for recycling and recycling related activities from the scope of the draft 
ordinance. This was added to address concerns expressed by one Council member. However, draft Section 
9.04.020(c) can be deleted  from  the ordinance without affecting  recycling or  recycling activities because 
Business and Professions Code Section 25620(c) does not allow the City to criminalize recycling or recycling 
related activities.  
The penalty provision remains unchanged in the draft ordinance and, if adopted, will provide that violations 
are misdemeanors but can be prosecuted as  infractions  in the discretion of the prosecuting attorney.    In 
the City Attorney’s opinion, this provision should remain as drafted because misdemeanor violations allow 
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law  enforcement  to  take  a  violator  into  custody whereas  infractions  do  not.    The  possibility  of  being 
arrested is a formidable enforcement tool even if law enforcement elects not to use it.  

 
The draft ordinance makes no changes to the exceptions which allow open containers at approved Special 
Events, as well as at licensed sidewalk cafes.  A minor change was also made defining alcohol beverage by 
volume.   The Sheriff’s office will use  the proposed ordinance  judiciously, along with positive community 
policing strategies, to enhance to quality of life of the Colfax community. 
 
Staff is requesting the City Council adopt an amendment to the existing municipal code to allow increased 
flexibility  for  law enforcement  to  control problems  created by  intoxicated  individuals who may  threaten 
public health and safety.   The ordinance becomes effective 30 days after adoption. 
 
If  you  have  any  questions  please  refer  them  to  the  City  Attorney,  City Manager  or  the  Placer  County 
Sheriff’s Colfax Station Commander.  
 
FINANCIAL AND/OR POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
No immediate financial implication and maintaining existing policies. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
Proposed Ordinance 525 
Comparison of Previous Ordinance to Amendment 
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CITY OF COLFAX 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 525 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COLFAX AMENDING CHAPTER 9.04  
OF TITLE 9 OF THE COLFAX MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION 
 

 The City Council of the City of Colfax does ordain as follows:  
 
Section 1:  
Colfax Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 9.04 is hereby amended as set forth in Exhibit A hereto 
which is incorporated herein by this reference. 
 
Section 2. Superceding Provisions 
The provisions of this ordinance and any resolution adopted pursuant hereto shall supercede any 
previous ordinance or resolution to the extent the same is in conflict herewith.  
 
Section 3. Severability 
If any section, phrase, sentence or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by the final judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall 
be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision; and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions hereof.  
 
Section 4.  Effective Date 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days from and after its adoption. 
 
This ordinance shall, within 15 days after its adoption, be published or posted in accordance with 
Section 36933 of the Government Code of the State of California with the names of those City 
Council members voting for and against it. 
 
The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Colfax held on the 10th of September, 2014, and passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the  
City Council held on the 24th day of September, 2014, at a duly held regular meeting of the City 
of Colfax, by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
 
        ______________________________ 
        Tony Hesch, Mayor  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     ATTEST:  
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________________ 
Alfred Cabral       Lorraine Cassidy 
City Attorney       City Clerk  
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CITY OF COLFAX,  

EXHIBIT A TO ORDINANCE 525 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COLFAX AMENDING CHAPTER 9.04  
OF TITLE 9 OF THE COLFAX MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION 
 

Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 9.04 is hereby amended by deleting existing Sections 9.04.010 
and 9.04.020 and replacing them with the following: 

9.04.010 - Alcoholic Beverage Defined. 

For the purposes of this chapter, unless otherwise apparent from the context, “alcoholic 
beverage” means and includes any and all alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer and every liquid or 
solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine, or beer and which contains one-half of one percent or 
more of alcohol by volume and which is fit for beverage purposes either alone or when diluted, 
mixed, or combined with other substances. 

9.04.020 – Possession and Use Restricted. 

It is unlawful for any person to possess any can, bottle, or other receptacle containing any 
alcoholic beverage that has been opened, or a seal broken, or the contents of which have been 
partially removed, or to consume any alcoholic beverage, in any City owned park or other City 
owned public place in the City except in the following permitted situations: 

A. Special events when approved in advance by resolution of the City Council and subject to 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations; and 

B. Sidewalk cafes that are duly licensed and permitted to sell alcoholic beverage and subject 
to all applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

C. This section does not apply when an individual is in possession of an alcoholic beverage 
container for the purpose of recycling or other recycling related activity. 

9.04.030 – Penalty Provisions 

Violation of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor, but may be charged as either a misdemeanor or 
an infraction in the discretion of the prosecuting attorney. 
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CITY OF COLFAX,  

EXHIBIT A TO ORDINANCE 525 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COLFAX AMENDING CHAPTER 9.04  
OF TITLE 9 OF THE COLFAX MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION 
 

Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 9.04 is hereby amended by deleting existing Sections 9.04.010 
and 9.04.020 and replacing them with the following: 

9.04.010 - Alcoholic Beverage Defined. 

For the purposes of this chapter, unless otherwise apparent from the context, “alcoholic 
beverage” means and includes any and all alcohol, spirits, liquor, wine, beer and every liquid or 
solid containing alcohol, spirits, wine, or beer and which contains one-half of one percent or 
more of alcohol by volume and which is fit for beverage purposes either alone or when diluted, 
mixed, or combined with other substances. 

9.04.020 – Possession and Use Restricted. 

It is unlawful for any person to possess any can, bottle, or other receptacle containing any 
alcoholic beverage that has been opened, or a seal broken, or the contents of which have been 
partially removed, or to consume any alcoholic beverage, upon in any City owned park street, 
alley, sidewalk, or right-of-way, or in any parking garage, parking lot, parking facility, public 
building, public place, or public facility or other City owned public place in the City except in 
the following permitted situations: 

A.    Special events when approved in advance by resolution of the City Council and subject to 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations; and 

B.    Sidewalk cafes that are duly licensed and permitted to sell alcoholic beverage and subject to 
all applicable laws, rules and regulations.” 

C.     This section does not apply when an individual is in possession of an alcoholic beverage 
container for the purpose of recycling or other recycling related activity. 

9.04.030 – Penalty Provisions  

Violation of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor, but may be charged as either a misdemeanor or 
an infraction in the discretion of the prosecuting attorney. 
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FOR THE SEPTEMBER 10, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

PREPARED By:  Jim Fletter, Assistant City Engineer 

SUBJECT:  Grass Valley Street Rule 20A Utility Undergrounding Project 
Coordination and Design Consultant Contract 

 

  N/A   X  FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT: $24,000 
FROM FUND:  Rule 20A & 
City Street Fund

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Adopt Resolution 23‐2014 authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 
Consulting Services Agreement on behalf of the City with Malcolm White Consulting in the amount not to 
exceed $24,000. 

 
ISSUE STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION: 
 
On  August  13,  2014,  through  Resolution  21‐2014,  the  City  Council  established  the  Grass  Valley  Street 
Underground  Utility  District which will  utilize  Rule  20A  utility  undergrounding  funds  to  relocate  above 
ground electrical and  telecommunications  facilities on Grass Valley Street between  the west  side of  the 
railroad  tracks and  the west alley behind Main Street.   A copy of  the Staff Report  that accompanied  the 
resolution is attached. 
 
In order to efficiently facilitate the planning, coordination, design and construction of this project, City Staff 
solicited RFPs and informal proposals for professional consultants with expertise in this type of project.  On 
July 2, 2014, a formal RFP was advertised and one proposal was received from Nor‐Coast Utility Design Inc. 
in the amount of $31,500.  Believing that the City could identify additional qualified professionals at a lower 
rate, Staff requested informal proposals from two recommended firms, Malcolm White Consulting and ARB 
Inc.  For the same scope of work, Malcolm White Consulting submitted a time and material estimate with a 
not‐to‐exceed (NTE) cost of $24,000, and ARB, Inc. submitted a lump sum price of $21,000. 
 
Staff is recommending that the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a Consulting Services 
Agreement on behalf of the City with Malcolm White Consulting at the NTE amount of $24,000.  Although 
the  lump  sum price  submitted by ARB,  Inc.  is  lower,  Staff believes Malcolm White will provide  services 
more responsive to the City with a potential lower final cost.  Both firms will bill the City for services of their 
primary professional representative at a rate of $150 per hour.  
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FINANCIAL AND/OR POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
Council approved an overall project budget of $235,000 on August 13, 2014.  This budget included $30,000 
for design and bidding which will be used  for  these consultant services.   The  funding source  is allocated 
Rule 20A fund ($167,594), 5‐year future Rule 20A funds ($47,315), and the City Street fund ($20,091), 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
1) Resolution 23‐2014 
2) August 13, 2014 Staff Report authorizing the project 
3) Malcolm White Consulting proposal dated August 6, 2014 
4) ARB Inc. proposal dated August 19, 2014 
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City of Colfax 
City Council 

 

Resolution № 23‐2014 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLFAX AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 

WITH MALCOLM WHITE CONSULTING IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,000 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Colfax as follows: 
 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Colfax  has  created  a  Rule  20A  Utility  Underground  District  for 
undergrounding electrical and telecommunication utilities in Grass Valley Street through a project 
titled “Grass Valley Street Rule 20A Utility Undergrounding Project”; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the services of a professional firm with expertise in the coordination and design 
of said Project is required; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Colfax  solicited  formal  and  informal  proposals  and  received 
proposals from three firms for said Services; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  the City has  reviewed  the  three proposals  for  the said Service and  the City  is 
selecting the most qualified firm that it believes can provide the required services with the lowest 
overall cost; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposal and the firm of Malcolm White Consulting is deemed by the City to 
be the most qualified and potentially cost effective; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Malcolm White Consulting submitted a proposal for services for the said Project 
based on an hourly charge rate of $150 with an overall cost not‐to‐exceed $24,000. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Colfax as follows. 
1) The  foregoing  recitals are  true and correct statements of  fact and are  incorporated  into  this 

Resolution by this reference. 
2) The City  finds that Malcolm White Consulting  is the most qualified consultant to provide the 

required services. 
3) The City Manager is authorized to enter into a Consulting Services Agreement on behalf of the 

City with Malcolm White Consulting at a contract price not to exceed $24,000. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, this 10th day of September, 2014, by the City Council of the City of 
Colfax, by the following roll call vote: 
AYES:       
NOES:       
ABSENT:   
ABSTAIN:   
            _____________________________________ 

              Tony Hesch, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 

Lorraine Cassidy, City Clerk 
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FOR THE AUGUST 13, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

PREPARED By:  Jim Fletter, Assistant City Engineer 

SUBJECT:  Grass Valley Street Underground Utility District 
 

 

  N/A   X  FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT: $235,000 
FROM FUND:  Rule 20A & 
City Street Fund

 

RECOMMENDED  ACTION:  1) Conduct a public hearing; 2) Adopt a resolution establishing an 
underground utility district as described in Exhibit A and the resolution exhibit; 3) Approve a project 
budget sheet (PBS) for the project. 

 
ISSUE STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION: 
 
Since 1967, underground conversions in the State of California have been performed under California 
Public Utility Commission (CPUC) Rule 20 which has three parts: A, B, and C. Under Part A, undergrounding 
in the City of Colfax is paid for and performed by the local electric utility, Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
(PG&E). Through a program called “Rule 20A,” PG&E is required to annually set aside funds for financing 
the undergrounding of overhead distribution facilities located on public streets and roads. Each year the 
City of Colfax is notified by PG&E regarding the allocation of work credits for conversion of overhead 
electric distribution lines and facilities to underground, known as Rule 20A allocations. Telephone and cable 
utilities pay through their own undergrounding budget. The purpose of undergrounding the utilities is to 
improve aesthetics and remove exposure of the utilities to the uncertainty of weather or vehicle collisions. 
Parts B and C provide for undergrounding funded through entities other than PG&E ratepayers, such as 
governmental agencies or private entities through maintenance assessment districts. 

Pursuant to certain criteria, CPUC rules allow participating cities to establish legislation authorizing the 
creation of underground utility districts within which existing overhead electric distribution, 
telecommunication distribution, and service facilities will be converted to underground. Also, the City of 
Colfax has adopted an ordinance, codified as Chapter 13.16 ‐ UNDERGROUND UTILITY FACILITIES in the 
Colfax City Code, authorizing the City Council to designate areas within which all existing overhead poles, 
overhead wires, and overhead equipment associated with the distribution of electric power, 
telecommunication services, and cable television should be removed and replaced with underground wires 
and facilities. 
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City staff has proposed that an underground utility district (District) be established to underground 
electrical and telecommunications facilities on Grass Valley Street between the west side of the railroad 
tracks and the west alley behind Main Street.  A layout of this District boundary is provided in Exhibit A.  
The reasoning behind the proposal is both for the health and safety of the community and for aesthetic 
purposes.  Grass Valley Street is extensively used by the public and carries a heavy volume of pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic.  Grass Valley Street and Main Street have historic and scenic interests that will benefit 
from the removal of overhead lines and poles. 

City procedure requires notification by mail to all affected property owners of the proposed District.  Those 
affected property owners were notified at least ten days prior to the date of this public hearing. 

If City Council determines, after hearing all comments on the subject, that the District should be created in 
the general public interest for one or more for the following reasons: 

1. Such undergrounding will avoid or eliminate an unusually heavy concentration of overhead electric 
facilities; and, 

2. The street, road or right‐of‐way is extensively used by the general public and carries a heavy volume 
of pedestrian or vehicular traffic (including bicycles); and, 

3. The street or road or right‐of‐way adjoins or passes through a civic area or public recreation area or 
an area of unusual scenic interest to the general public; and, 

4. The street or road or right‐of‐way is considered an arterial street or major collector as defined in the 
Governor's Office of Planning and Research General Plan Guidelines and in the adopted General 
Plan, 

then staff recommends that City Council adopt the attached resolution to establish the Underground Utility 
District as described in Exhibit A and the resolution.   

Through staff meetings with PG&E and other agencies, it has been determined that PG&E, Verizon 
Communication and Wave Broadband are the owners of the lines and poles affected by this District.  During 
a site walk with these agencies on May 22, 2014, it was agreed that the City should be the Lead Agent for 
this project.  City staff will work closely with PG&E and the other two agencies in the preparation of 
construction plans and management of the available Rule 20A fund allocations.  The City Engineer has 
solicited design proposals from qualified engineering firms to prepare the necessary plans and specification 
to construct the new underground facilities. 

The proposed timeline for beginning construction is May 2015.  All three agency representatives have 
agreed that, based on the scope of the work, this construction date is achievable.  Staff’s objective is to 
complete construction by July 2015 in time to begin construction of the “Grass Valley UPRR Pedestrian Xing 
and Bike Path Improvement”.  This schedule is relatively short and requires cooperation and diligent 
coordination; however, the underground construction work appears to be simple and limited. 

The work, as determined during the site walk, involves the following: 

 Trenching for PG&E, Verizon and Wave Broadband facilities, including conduit and junction boxes, 
from the first electrical pole just west of the railroad tracks on the north side of Grass Valley Street 
to a location several dozen feet west of an electrical pole on the west side of the alley behind Main 
Street and the north side of Grass Valley Street (approx. 330 feet). 
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 Trenching, conduit and electrical panel conversion for PG&E service to the “Historic Freight” 
building on North Main Street (approx. 210 feet). 

Those businesses that currently receive power from the alley behind Main Street will not be affected by the 
service change because their services comes from outside the District Boundary.  Staff will work with the 
business owners to limit the impact of the construction to their businesses.  At the end of the project, the 
corresponding utility poles will then be removed, improving the appearance of Grass Valley Street and 
Main Street in and around the District boundary. 

As explained in the finance section below, the City will need to advance fund the preparation of the 
construction documents.  This cost will be reimbursed when the Rule 20A fund allocation agreement is 
ratified by PG&E and the City.  With adoption of the resolution, staff will work with PG&E to prepare the 
necessary utility underground agreement.  The final agreement will be provided to City Council for 
consideration and approval.  

To facilitate the May 2015 construction schedule, Staff will solicit proposals from qualified firms to assist 
with project design and plan preparation.   At a later date, Staff will seek Council approval to engage the 
most highly recommended firm. 

 
FINANCIAL AND/OR POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
The estimated design and construction cost, including preparatory work completed prior to July 2014 to 
determine the District boundary is $235,000 as shown on the attached project budget sheet (PBS).  To date, 
the City’s Rule 20A fund allocation is $167,594.  In addition, Rule 20A typically allows borrowing of five 
years future allocations which totals $47,315 ($9,463 per year).  Therefore, the available Rule 20A fund of 
$214,909 should be sufficient to complete design and construction.  City expenses used to develop and 
coordinate the project are not reimbursable with the fund allocation; therefore, the PBS includes $20,091 
from a non‐reimbursable City fund including approximately $5,000 expended prior to July 2014 and  a 
$15,091 contingency.  Verizon Communication and Wave Broadband receives a different source of 
underground funding through Rule 32; however, these funds are not allocated to the City; and, Verizon and 
Wave are required to pay 100% of their share of the Rule 20A underground project. 

Preliminary Design Funding 
Preliminary Engineering is not reimbursable with the Rule 20A fund allocation.  As stated above, $20,091 of 
City monies is allocated for this phase of the project.  

Private Services Funding 
Per Municipal Code Chapter 13.16.090, property owners are required to construct and provide the 
necessary services to connect to the new underground facilities within their property.  Council may, by 
resolution, reimburse the property owners for some or all of the cost of the private portion of the 
underground work, including but not limited to, the private services line on public property.  These 
communities establish a “100 foot” and an “Electrical Panel Conversion” reimbursement limit.  With these 
limits approved, it would provide reimburse to the private property owner for the cost of private service 
trenching up to 100 feet and the cost of electrical panel conversion up to $1,500, from the Rule 20A fund 
allocation.  Any costs beyond that distance and amount is paid out‐of‐pocket by the property owner.  For 
this District, the Historic Freight building is the only private property that will be converted.  The estimated 
distance from the public underground trench to the existing private panel is 210 feet.  The cost of the exact 
conversion is not know at this time; however, the City Engineer’s estimate for the conversion is $21,000 so 
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the private owner’s cost share using the “common method” is estimated to be $9,500.  All reimbursements 
are deducted from the Rule 20A fund.  The City may, at its discretion, share in the cost exceeding the Rule 
20A reimbursement, and staff is recommending the City cover excess costs due to the community‐wide 
benefit of this project. 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
Resolution 21‐2014 with Exhibit A 
Attachment A:  Grass Valley & Main Underground Utility District Boundary and Conversion Extent 
Project Budget Sheet 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
This report was not discussed by any committee. 
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August 6, 2014 
 
Mr. Jim Fetter 
City of Colfax 
33 S. Main Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 
 
RE: City of Colfax 
Rule 20A  
     
 
Dear Mr. Fetter,  
 
Please find the following proposal and scope as requested.  
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSAL SUMMARY 
 

Malcolm White Consulting (MWC) will provide DRY UTILITY coordination and consulting services and 
assemble the information required for the planning, design and construction of the Rule 20A overhead to 
underground conversion and associated improvements located at the intersection of Main Street and 
Grass Valley Street in Colfax, California. This proposal is based on the project RFP package received by 
MWC on 7/10/2014. We will complete all required utility applications and submit the project for 
engineering. All utility engineering and design work will be done by the individual utility companies.  MWC 
will proactively work with the utility service providers and all stakeholders to meet project design 
guidelines and scheduling goals.   We will provide proactive assistance through to receipt of final utility 
plans for the referenced site.  We will prepare the Joint Trench Composite drawing and Form B for the 
project.  We will assist as needed with the preparation of project bid documents and pre-bid RFI’s.  We 
will review the utility contracts for Tariff compliance and project cost analysis. 

  
 

 
 
 

Coordinate Utility Overhead to Underground Conversion on Project 
 

TASK 1: 
Provide planning and design coordination services working with PG&E, Verizon Communication, Wave 
Broadband the City of Colfax and other stakeholders as needed. 
 

1. Conduct utility research to determine points of connection and identify potential conflicts 
2. Obtain required plans, documents and application information to complete utility design submittals 

(materials to be supplied to MWC by others) 
3. Prepare and submit applications to utility service providers as required to complete the submittal process 
4. Track and coordinate dry utility design progress  
5. Review preliminary utility plans; provide feedback/corrections and value engineering 
6. Report and advise as needed to ensure schedules & design guidelines are met 
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August 6, 2014 
 
 
TASK 2: 
Provide Project Joint Trench Composite Drawing  

 
This task includes the work required to create and provide a completed JTC to include the following 
elements: 
 

1. Distribute preliminary PG&E electric design and trench routing to all utilities 
2. Review and coordinate utility responses  to maximize occupancy in joint trenches 
3. Create Typical Trench Sections with length, occupants, quantity and size of conduits/pipes 
4. Excavation  locations for all utility trenches, vaults, boxes, manholes, pedestals and tie in points 
5. Typical trench cross sections 
6. Distribute draft JTC for utility/design team review and comment 
7. Revise JTC as needed for final approval 
8. Prepare and distribute Form B 
9. Provide review and analysis of utility contracts for proper application of Tariffs  

 

 
TASK 3: 
Attend Meetings & Conference Calls 

 
1. Attend meetings/conference calls as needed with the City’s Project Design Team (Civil Eng, Contractor, 

Project Consultants) 
2. Utility Companies - Attend pre-engineering meetings with the utility service providers as needed  

 

 
TASK 4: 
Bid/RFI Assistance 
 

1. Assist as needed with the preparation of project bid documents and technical provisions 
2. Assist as needed to review and respond to pre-bid RFI’s 
3. Review project bids and provide feedback as needed 

 

 
T&M RATE $150.00/HR   NTE 160 HOURS ($24,000) WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APROVAL  
 
 
If accepted, this document will be attached to, and become part of our agreement.  Progress payments will be 
billed monthly for work completed and are to be made monthly within 30 calendar days of invoice. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal for your project. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (916) 705-4910.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Malcolm White  
MALCOLM WHITE CONSULTING  
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