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.. 
REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA

November 12, 2014 
Closed Session 6:30 PM  ∙  Regular Session begins at 7:00 PM 

 
 
1) CONVENE CLOSED SESSION_______________________________________________________________ 
1A.  Call to Order 
1B.  Roll Call 
1C.  Public Comment – Closed Session Items 
1D.  Closed Session Agenda 

Conference with legal counsel ‐ Anticipated litigation. Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9. Number of potential cases: Two 

 
2) CONVENE OPEN SESSION_________________________________________________________________ 
2A.  Pledge of Allegiance 
2B.  Roll Call 
2C.  Approval of Agenda Order 

This is the time for changes to the agenda to be considered including removal, postponement, or change 
to the agenda sequence. 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: By motion, accept the agenda as presented or amended. 

 
3) CONSENT CALENDAR____________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve Consent Calendar 
All matters  listed  under  the  Consent Agenda  are  considered  routine  in  nature  and will  be  approved  by  one 
blanket motion with a roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless persons request 
specific items to be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion and separate action.  Any items removed 
will be considered after the motion to approve the Consent Agenda. If you wish to have an item pulled from the 
Consent Agenda for discussion, please notify the City staff. 
 
3A.   Minutes City Council Meeting of October 22, 2014 

Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 22, 2014. 
3B.  Cash Summary Report September 30, 2014 

Recommendation:  Receive and File. 
 
4) COUNCIL, STAFF AND OTHER REPORTS______________________________________________________ 
The purpose of  these  reports  is  to provide  information  to  the Council and public on projects, programs, and 
issues discussed at committee meetings and other  items of general  information. No decisions will be made on 
these  issues.  If  a member of  the Council prefers  formal  action be  taken on  any  committee  reports or other 
information, the issue will be placed on a future Council meeting agenda. 
 
4A.   Committee Reports and Informational Items ‐ All Councilmembers 
4B.   Operations Update – City staff 
4C.   Additional Reports – Agency partners 
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5) PUBLIC COMMENT______________________________________________________________________ 
Members of the audience are permitted to address the Council on matters of concern to the public that are not 
listed on this agenda. Please make your comments as brief as possible. Comments should not exceed three (3) 
minutes in length. The Council cannot act on items not included on this agenda; however, if action is required it 
will be referred to staff. 
 

6) COUNCIL BUSINESS_____________________________________________________________________ 
6A.  Sales and Use Taxes 
  STAFF PRESENTATION: Mark Miller, City Manager 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Information Only 
6B.  Governmental Fixed Assets Disposition List 

STAFF PRESENTATION: Mark Miller, City Manager 
RECOMMENDATION: City Council motion to accept list of assets for dissolution 

6C.  Proposed Antenna Height Extension at Sewer Lift Station #3 
STAFF PRESENTATION: Mark Miller, City Manager 
RECOMMENDATION: Information only 

6D.  Election Update  
STAFF PRESENTATION: Lorraine Cassidy, City Clerk 
RECOMMENDATION: Information only 

 
7) ADJOURNMENT________________________________________________________________________ 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and posted this agenda 
at Colfax City Hall and Colfax Post Office. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Administrative Remedies must be exhausted prior to action being initiated in a court of law.  If you challenge City Council action in court, you may be 
limited  to  raising only  those  issues  you or  someone  else  raised  at  a public hearing described  in  this notice/agenda, or  in written  correspondence 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Colfax at, or prior to, said public hearing. 
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City of Colfax 
City Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Wednesday, October 22, 2014 
City Hall Council Chambers 
33 S. Main Street, Colfax CA 

 
1 CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER
The Regular Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Hesch. 
 

1A. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Suzanne Roberts, Colfax area resident 
1B. Roll Call:  

Councilmembers present:  Douglass, Hesch, and Parnham 
Councilmembers absent:  Barkle (excused) 

1C. Approval of Agenda: 
On a motion by Councilmember Parnham, seconded by Mayor Pro-tem Douglass, 
the City Council approved the agenda. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 

2 CONSENT CALENDAR 
2A. Minutes City Council Meeting October 8, 2014 

Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 8, 
2014. 

2B. Authorization to Purchase a Jetter for Sewer Maintenance and Emergency 
Responses  
RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution 31-2014 Authorizing the City 
Manager to Execute a Purchase Agreement with Weco Industries not to exceed 
$55,000 for a US Jetting Trailer. 
 

On a motion by Councilmember Parnham, seconded by Mayor Pro-tem Douglass, 
the City Council approved the consent agenda. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 

3     COUNCIL, STAFF AND OTHER REPORTS
3A. Committee Reports and Informational Items – All Council Members  

Councilmember Parnham 
 The Weimar, Applegate, Colfax Municipal Advisory Council (WACMAC) 

meeting was cancelled. 
 Attended the Mosquito and Vector Control District Board meeting.  The 

mosquito season is winding down.  West Nile contributed to one death in 
Auburn, but West Nile was not reported here in Colfax 

Mayor Pro-tem Douglass 
 Announced the upcoming “Meet the Candidates” event sponsored by the 

League of Women Voters on November 1st at the Sierra Vista Community 
Center (SVCC) beginning at 4:00PM.  Light refreshments will be served. 
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 Attended the Placer County Air Pollution Board meeting with nothing to 
report directly affecting Colfax. 

 Spoke with a representative of Dollar General who indicated company 
approval to open a store in Colfax. 

 Project Go will have funds available to help with Senior Housing assistance in 
Colfax 

 Attended the Sierra Economic Development Corporation (SEDCorp) meeting.  
Three Colfax businesses have SEDCorp loans and all are current. 

 Encouraged those interested in learning more about the elections and local 
government to work the crossword puzzle put together by a local resident. 

 Requested that Staff expand the Nuisance Ordinance to increase the City’s 
ability to deal with blighted buildings.  City Attorney Cabral will research the 
issue and bring it back to Council.  

Mayor Hesch 
 Announced the upcoming Chamber Mixer which will be hosted by Crispin 

Cider on October 23rd at the Dine-n-Dash restaurant from 5:30 to 7:30. 
 Announced the upcoming Chili Cook-off sponsored by the Colfax Mom’s 

Club benefiting the restoration of the Colfax Caboose.  The Cook-off will be 
held on November 2nd. 

 Progress is still on track for Union Pacific Railroad to create a Quiet Zone in 
Colfax by next year. 

 Next September will be the 150 year anniversary of the Railroad in Colfax.  It 
will be a big celebration. 

 Last week the Colfax Historical Society celebrated with the 85,000th visitor to 
the museum. 

 Attended the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency (PCTPA) 
meeting.  Some new funding will be available for transportation in small rural 
communities. 

 Committees and meetings will begin soon for the proposed Railroad Museum. 
 Announced the great news that the Regional Water Quality Board has 

rescinded the cease and desist order for the wastewater treatment plant. 
 

3B. Operations Updates – City Staff 
City Manager Miller  
 County Officials Dinner will be this Thursday in Loomis at the Blue Goose 

Event Center on Taylor Rd. 
 Community Services Director Gabe Armstrong is going to cover the Fire Safe 

Council Meeting on Thursday Evening, 6 PM at City Hall. 

 Community Services Director Gabe Armstrong passed his test for a Certified 
Playground Inspector, which will benefit the City. 

 Announced that Colfax High School will have the Honor Football Game on 
Friday. 

 Announced the St. Crispin’s Day Festival sponsored by Crispin Cider will be 
Saturday, October 25 from 5 PM to 10 PM at the Sierra Vista Center featuring 
a great local band “Earles of Newtown”. 
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 Dollar General has tentatively approved building a store in Colfax.  They are 
the largest discount store in the Country by locations, with over 11,000 stores. 

 The Wastewater Treatment Plant is running well and Pond 3 is down to 11.9M 
gallons, from a high of 26.5M gallons.  

 The City received a number of calls about water running down Grass Valley 
Street from the Park last weekend – it was not a leak but planned tank 
maintenance by PCWA.  Next year the Water District will notify the City 
sooner and possibly the water could be diverted for use. 

 With the good news of a half inch of early rain in town, staff is continuing 
storm and general winter preparations around town.  

 Placer County unemployment rates are down – a good indicator of positive 
economic growth. 

 The Sheriff’s substation is in the process of moving to the old Court House. 
 

3C. Additional Reports – Agency Partners 
None 

 

4    PUBLIC COMMENT 
A representative of the Scout Troop visiting Council tonight 

 Enjoys being part of a small community. 
Suzanne Roberts, Colfax area resident 

 Glad to see the Scout Troop at a council meeting.  Encouraged the young 
men to continue the scouting program and stay civic minded.  
 

5     COUNCIL BUSINESS 
5A.  Request from Maidu Village Applicant for Charge Reduction 
 PRESENTATION:  Jeff Bordelon 
 RECOMMENDATION:  Receive comments from applicant  
City Manager Miller introduced Mr. Bordelon, Attorney for the property owners of the 
proposed development on Auburn Road between McDonald’s and Mountain Village.  
The proposed development is known as Maidu Village.   
Mr. Bordelon stated that the owners began the approval process with an application in 
March 2013.   He protested that the City has billed excessive charges and has not 
progressed sufficiently towards approving or disapproving the project.  The owners have 
addressed the concerns that they may need to mitigate for both wetlands and traffic issues 
with preliminary studies.  Mr. Bordelon requested a written response from the City 
outlining a proposed timeline to process the application and either approve or deny the 
project.  He also requested that a copy of the letter sent to the City dated July 23, 2014 be 
given to each council member.  In addition, he would like the City to coordinate with 
Caltrans and determine whether a stoplight or a roundabout configuration would be 
approved.  He recommended that the City consider generalizing wording of the General 
Plan to allow development more flexibility regarding levels of service for intersections. 
 

Council thanked Mr. Bordelon for coming to the Council Meeting and requested that 
Staff respond to the timeline request and bring staff reports back to Council addressing 
Mr. Bordelon’s concerns about traffic issues, wetlands and the amount of fees required 
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by the City.  Council also requested a copy of the “Bunch Creek Master Plan” which 
would affect the property.   
 

City Manager Miller stated that the process for development approval has been improved, 
but the applicant of this project has suspended their application and did not benefit.  He 
agreed that some of the fees may have been excessive and will determine which could be 
re-evaluated. 
 

City Attorney Cabral will review the General Plan “Level of Service” requirements for 
roads to determine if the wording should be changed to state goals rather than policies. 
 

The issue will be on a future Council Meeting agenda. 
 

5B. Consideration of Fee Modification Incentives to Support Development  
PRESENTATION:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

 RECOMMENDATION:  Discuss Fee Modification Incentives and direct staff 
according to Council determination. 

City Manager Miller explained that this item is a more global topic but somewhat related 
to the Maidu Village issue.  Staff has reviewed the current development fee schedule and 
determined that the fees may be higher than staff expense or market value justifies.  Staff 
has developed an internal committee, “Development Expediting Committee” to make the 
process friendlier.  Staff is requesting permission to bring back a modified fee schedule.  
Mayor Pro-tem Douglass requested that Staff re-evaluate the entire process.  Council 
agreed that Staff should bring back new recommendations quickly. 
 

5C. Update the Consultant Services Agreement with Nexgen Utility Management 
for the Crispin Cider Company Industrial User Permit 
PRESENTATION:  Mark Miller, City Manager 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Resolution No. 32 -2014: Authorizing the City 
Manager to update the Consultant Services Agreement with Nexgen Utility 
Management for the Crispin Cider Company Industrial User Permit. 

City Manager Miller informed Council that Nexgen continues to monitor Crispin Cider to 
ensure that they have no impact on the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  City Manager 
Miller authorized a $5000 contract on his signature limit, and is asking for authorization 
for an additional amount not to exceed $10,000 total to extend the contract. 
 

On a motion by Councilmember Parnham, seconded by Mayor Pro-tem Douglass, 
the City Council approved Resolution No. 32 -2014: Authorizing the City Manager 
to update the Consultant Services Agreement with Nexgen Utility Management for 
the Crispin Cider Company Industrial User Permit. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 

5D. Potential new antenna for Pump Station Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition (SCADA) System at the Wastewater Pump Station 
PRESENTATION:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

 RECOMMENDATION:  Informational item only at this time. 
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City Manager Miller explained that one of the requirements for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant is a SCADA System at Wastewater Lift Station #3.  We are not getting a 
reliable signal from the system and need to correct that problem.  Staff is proposing an 
extension to the existing pole to raise the antenna to 57 feet.  City Manager Miller handed 
out a proposal mock-up to illustrate.  Although the proposal does not require a public 
hearing, Staff feels that it will be important to notify neighbors.  Staff will bring back a 
proposal when more details are available.   
 

Council discussed the issue and requested that staff look into alternatives to improving 
the SCADA signal as well as the tower extension.  Jeanie Claxton, Colfax area resident 
offered to provide the name of a person who might be a good resource for the City. 
 

5E. Transportation Funds Requests  
STAFF PRESENTATION:  Mark Miller, City Manager 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  Discuss And Consider Resolution No. 33-2014:  
Authorizing The City Manager To File Claims Or Execute Agreements For:  
 Local Transportation Funds In The Amount Of $93,091 For Streets And 

Roads Purposes (Article 8 – Section 99400 Of The California Public Utilities 
Code) 

 Local Transporation Funds Of $6,060 For Transit Services (Article 8c, 
Section 99400C Of The California Public Utilites Code), And 

 State Transit Assistance Funds In The Amount Of $7,156 For Contracted 
Transit Services (Section 99313 Of The California Publice Utilies Code, 
Chapter 4, Article 6.5)   

City Manager Miller recommended that Council hear from the public regarding 
authorizing the transportation agreements. 

Mayor Hesch opened a hearing to discuss the agreements. 
Hearing no comments, Mayor Hesch closed the hearing. 
 

On a motion by Councilmember Parnham, seconded by Mayor Pro-tem Douglass, 
the City Council approved Resolution No. 33 -2014: Authorizing the City Manager 
to execute agreements for local transportation funds and state transit funds. 
AYES:   Douglass, Hesch, and Parnham 
NOES:   None 

 

6     ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Hesch adjourned the meeting at 8:25 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted to City Council this 12th day of November, 2014. 
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FOR THE NOVEMBER 12, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager
PREPARED BY:  Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director

DATE:  October 24, 2014 
SUBJECT:  City of Colfax Cash Summary Report: September, 2014 

 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT:   FROM FUND:   
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Accept and File City of Colfax Cash Summary Report: September 30, 2014. 

SUMMARY: 
Staff recommends that the Council accepts and files the Colfax Cash Summary Report: for September 2014. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:   
No fiscal impact 
 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:   
These monthly financial reports include General Fund Unassigned Cash Analysis Graphs and the City of Colfax 
Cash Summary Report (with supporting documentation).  The reports are prepared monthly on a cash basis and 
are reconciled to the General Ledger accounting system, previous reports and bank statements.  Detailed 
budget comparisons are provided as a mid‐year report and also as part of the proposed budget process each 
year. 
 

The purpose of the reports is to provide status of funds and transparency for council and the public of the 
financial transactions of the City. 
 

CONCLUSION:   

The attached reports reflect an overview of the financial transactions of the City of Colfax in September 
2014.   
Monthly highlights include: 

July expenditures included: 
 Quarterly payment for Sheriff contract 

July revenues included: 

 Final sales tax allocation for FY2013‐2014 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. General Fund Unassigned Cash Analysis Graphs 
a. Cash Analysis – Balance 
b. Expenses by Month 
c. Revenues by Month 

2. Cash Summary – August 2014 
a. Cash Transaction Report – by individual fund 
b. Check Register Report  
c. Daily Cash Summary Report 
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FOR THE NOVEMBER 12, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager

PREPARED BY:  Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director

DATE:  November 5, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Sales and Use Taxes 

 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT:   FROM FUND:   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Information only 

 
SUMMARY: 
The City has received the final accounting of Sales and Use Tax revenues for the fiscal year 2013‐2014 (year 
ended June 30, 2014).  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
The revenue for fiscal year 2013‐2014 reports an increase of 31% over the previous year. 
  
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:   
 
The increase in sales tax revenue for 2013‐2014 is the second year of significant increases for the City after 
three years of no growth (2009‐2010, 2010‐2011, and 2011‐2012) and two years of significant decreases (2007‐
2008 and 2008‐2009) 
 
CONCLUSION:   

Our current year 2014‐2015 budget was conservatively developed consistent with actual revenues from 
2012‐2013.  Staff will continue to closely monitor sales and use tax revenues and provide current year 
projections when available, and provide any budget amendment recommendations at the mid‐year budget 
review in February 2015. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Graph – City of Colfax ‐ Retail Sales Tax Revenues 
2. Chart – City of Colfax – Retail Sales Tax History 
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FOR THE NOVEMBER 12, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager

PREPARED BY:  Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director

DATE:  November 5, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Governmental Fixed Assets Disposition List 

 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT:   FROM FUND:   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  City Council motion to accept list of assets for dissolution 

 
SUMMARY: 
During the compilation of fiscal year‐end financial statements, staff completed a detailed review of fixed assets 
and identified assets that should no longer be reflected on City reports.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
No major fiscal impact.  All assets identified for dissolution were fully depreciated with the exception of one 
asset with a remaining value of $238.56.  
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:   
 
Upon review of the asset list, we identified assets, all shown on the attached list, that are no longer at the City.  
In addition, County property (Sheriff Department) that is provided as part of the Placer County Sheriff services 
contract with the City should never have been included on the City fixed asset list.  Only City owned assets 
should be reported. 
 
CONCLUSION:   

Staff will continue to review the fixed asset list on an annual basis. 
 
 
Attachment:   

1. Governmental Fixed Assets Disposition List 
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FOR THE NOVEMBER 12, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING 
 

FROM:  Mark Miller, City Manager 

PREPARED BY:  Travis Berry, Technical Services Administrator 

DATE:  November 5, 2014 

SUBJECT:  Antenna Height Extension at Sewer Lift Station #3 

 

X  N/A     FUNDED     UN‐FUNDED  AMOUNT: N/A  FROM FUND:  N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Information only for City Council and Public 

 

SUMMARY: 
In 2011, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board  issued Cease and Desist Order R5‐2011‐
0097 requiring the City to complete a number of projects.  One of the required projects was to upgrade the 
City’s four sewer lift stations with real‐time electronic monitoring and alarm notification systems. 
 
In early 2012, Aqua Sierra Controls,  Inc.  (Aqua Sierra) was awarded  the project  to  install communication 
equipment at each lift station and the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).  The lift stations communicate 
via radios with antennae operating on  low‐band radio frequencies.   All  lift stations communicate with  lift 
station #3 which acts a repeater, relaying all communications to the “main brain” system (also known as a 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition, or SCADA, system) at the WWTP. 
 
Currently,  lift  stations  #1  at  the  high  school,  and  #2  off  Pinecroft  Road,  are  having  difficulties 
communicating with  lift  station  #3,  and  in  turn  the  SCADA  system  at  the WWTP.   When  an  alarm  is 
generated by a  lift  station,  the  SCADA  initiates a phone  call  to City emergency‐response personnel.   An 
alarm can be generated by something simple, but it also can be an early notification of an impending sewer 
spill.   Sewer spills contaminate the environment, pose a substantial health and safety risk to humans and 
animals, and have the potential for large monetary fines to be levied against the City.  Early notification of 
lift station problems is crucial for avoiding sewer spills. 
 
The  contract with Aqua  Sierra  guaranteed  the City  a  fully‐functional  lift  station  communication  system.  
Aqua Sierra has a responsibility to uphold that guarantee at their cost.   
 
To resolve the communication issue, Aqua Sierra proposes raising the height of the existing communication 
equipment at lift station #3 by installing a 40’ monopole (wooden telephone pole) with a 17’ antenna array 
mounted  to  the  top of  it.    The  current  existing  antenna  is  approximately  35  feet  tall,  see  the  enclosed 
photo. 
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Before the project began, a wireless communications study was subcontracted by Aqua Sierra.  This study 

recommended the communication equipment at lift station #3 be at a height of 57 feet to be able to 

function correctly.   

There  are  other  options  for  improving  lift  station  communications.  Staff  has  looked  into  these  options, 
including higher strength radio transmitters, and  installing a secondary repeater at a new location.   These 
options would cause significant additional cost  to  the City. Additionally, Aqua Sierra  is under contract  to 
ensure reliable communications at their expense.   Should the City dictate to Aqua Sierra the scenario for 
resolving the communication  issues, any  failure of the project would be the responsibility of the City.    In 
other words, the City would still be “on the hook” for ensuring reliable communications to  lift stations #1 
and #2 at its own cost should the City tell Aqua Sierra how to do what they were contracted to do.   
 
City  staff  therefore  recommends  raising  the  communication equipment at  lift  station #3  to be  the most 
favorable of the options  for  improving  lift station communications  for both anticipated reliability per the 
wireless study, and  liability on the City should the project fail to achieve  its goals.   Colfax municipal code 
section 17.132.020(C) allows for telecommunication facilities not exceeding sixty (60) feet  in height to be 
administratively permitted, but staff wished to bring this operational improvement to the City Council and 
public so that all would be  informed  in advance of  installation. We did receive one additional suggestion 
from the public that the new monopole (wooden telephone type pole supporting the metal antenna array) 
include a raptor perch as an environmental enhancement, and staff will include a perch as feasible. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Staff recommends the installation of an increased height monopole and antenna array at lift station #3, at a 
total height not to exceed 57’. 
 
 

 
ENCLOSURE:  Photo showing existing and proposed antennae. 
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